The Random Jottings of Donald Jay from Nelson in Pendle. 


In the quiet area of Pendle, nestled amidst the hills of Lancashire, lived a girl named Jennet 
Device. Her story, a mix of tragedy and resilience, would become entwined with the infamous 
Pendle Witch Trials, forever altering her life and the course of history. 

Jennet was a child of about ten when she found herself drawn into the dark web of accusations 
and suspicion that surrounded the Pendle Witches. In a time when superstition and fear reigned, 
her innocent words were twisted, leading to the conviction of several individuals for witchcraft. 
The weight of her words would haunt her for years to come. 

As the years passed, Jennet grew older and wiser, burdened by the knowledge that her actions 
had played a role in the suffering of others. Little did she know that her own life would once 
again be entangled in the web of accusations. In November 1633, a boy named Edmund 
Robinson accused Jennet and sixteen others of practicing witchcraft. This time, she was accused 
of the murder of Isabel, the wife of William Nutter. 

The accusations led to a trial, and Jennet, now older and perhaps more aware of the 
consequences of her words, faced the judgment of the court. The jury found her guilty, but the 
judges were uneasy. They demanded physical evidence to support the claims. Edmund, 
burdened by guilt and the echoes of the past, eventually confessed that he had lied, influenced 
by the tales of the previous Pendle Witches trial. 

Jennet's innocence was established, and she was acquitted. However, her life was not without its 
scars. She had spent agonizing days in the shadow of judgment, imprisoned within Lancaster 
Castle. Though she was set free, she was required to repay for her time spent there. The weight 
of history and society's mistrust lingered. 

But Jennet was not one to be defined solely by the trials that had marked her life. With her name 
cleared, she faced the world with a newfound determination. Fueled by the desire to escape the 
past and create a future of her own, she chose a path of resilience and reinvention. She changed 
her name, bidding farewell to the identity that had been marked by accusations and suspicion. 
Leaving behind the hills of Lancashire, Jennet sought refuge in a foreign land, where the 
whispers of her past might not follow. In this new land, she embraced the opportunity for a fresh 
start, crafting a new life that bore no resemblance to the girl who had once stood at the center of 
a witch hunt. 

The records grow faint as time marches on, but one thing remains clear: Jennet Device, once a 
child caught in the tumultuous currents of history, had transformed herself into someone new. 
She defied the expectations of a society that had once cast her as an unwitting agent of tragedy, 
and in doing so, she carved her own destiny. 

So what happened to Jennet Device after her 34th birthday? She ventured beyond the boundaries 
of her past, creating a legacy that defied the confines of history's tales. She became a testament 
to the human capacity for resilience, reminding us that even in the darkest of times, there is the 
potential for rebirth and reinvention. 


By Donald Jay 


